Editor's Note
Public Culture habituCs may notice that this issue is slimmer than usual. The prevailing climate of budget cuts and "downsizing" has meant that the journal's revenues -particularly from institutional subscriptions -are presently insufficient to cover the costs of producing three 192-page issues per year. The economics of running an independent, interdisciplinary journal such as Public Culture, a journal whose subscription base is not tied to a professional association or conventional academic discipline, requires cost-cutting measures such as reducing both its size and office staff.
In the previous issue we encouraged readers to subscribe themselves, and to send the recommendation card to your librarian. Over the summer the editorial office has sent out several promotional mailings, however nothing convinces librarians to order a journal like the (persistent) recommendation of faculty members and graduate students. From the number of requests for reprinting Public Culture essays in course packs, it is apparent that the journal is widely used for teaching as well as research.
As the cultural and economic issues associated with globalization and transnational capitalism increase in complexity and urgency, Public Culture continues to be a key forum for an interdisciplinary audience to read, write about and debate these issues. And in these slimmer issues we will nevertheless continue to bring Public Culture readers important, insightful work.
Thank you for your continuing support. Please make sure your subscription remains current, and recommend Public Culture to your colleagues, students and especially to your librarian. Public Culture has relied on different editorial arrangements over the last eight years. In the academic year 1995-96, in addition to the associate editors, Arjun Appadurai, Dilip Gaonkar, Michael Fischer and Marilyn Ivy, Lauren Berlant has served as co-editor, and the journal has benefitted from the support of its Editorial Committee whose members are Arjun Appadurai, Jacqueline Bhabha, Dilip Gaonkar, Michael Hanchard, Claudio Lomnitz, Roger Rouse, and Katie Trumpener. And Michael Shapiro has served as the convenor of CyberSalon, Public Culture's online discussion group. Their contributions have been critical to sustaining the work of Public Culture.
